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IN HONOR OF FILIPINO AMERICAN
HISTORY MONTH

HON. ENI F.H. FALEOMAVAEGA

OF AMERICAN SAMOA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, October 26, 2011

Mr. FALEOMAVAEGA. Mr. Speaker, to-
gether with the Congressional Asian Pacific
American Caucus, | rise today in honor of Fili-
pino American History Month.

Based on the 2010 Census there are ap-
proximately 3.417 million Filipino Americans in
the United States, making them the third larg-
est Asian American group. Filipino Americans
reside in nearly every Congressional district in
the United States, contributing to the diversity
and vitality of their communities. The largest
population of Filipino Americans resides in
California, Hawaii, lllinois, New Jersey, New
York, Texas and Washington State. In my dis-
trict of American Samoa, the Filipino popu-
lation has greatly contributed to the diversity of
culture, the business community, as well as
health, education, and social service sectors.

The earliest documented proof of Filipinos in
the Continental United States was on October
18, 1587, when the ship Nuestra Senora de
Esperanza under the command of Pedro de
Unamuno set ashore in Central California dur-
ing the Manila-Acapulco galleon trade era. In
1988, on the 225th Anniversary of this historic
date, the Filipino American National Historical
Society established a year-long, national ob-
servance in order to honor the countless ways
that Filipino Americans have contributed to the
development of our nation over the centuries.
That year, the Society also declared October
as Filipino American History Month.

Immigration from the Philippine islands in
the early 1900s represented the first large
wave of Filipinos coming to America as they
worked in the agricultural industry. During
World War I, over 250,000 Filipinos served
alongside American soldiers in the United
States military. The Immigration Act of 1965
opened the door for the next wave of Filipinos
coming to the U.S.

Today, Filipino Americans are part of every
sector of American life, working in health, en-
tertainment, engineering, education, military
and the public sector. In the realm of govern-
ment, for example, my dear friend and col-
league and fellow member of CAPAC, Con-
gressman BoBBY ScoTT of Virginia, earned
the distinction in 1993 of being the first Amer-
ican with Filipino ancestry to serve as a voting
member of Congress.

Mr. Speaker, economically, culturally, and
socially, Filipino Americans have contributed in
countless ways toward the development of our
nation. Today we honor the Filipino American
community, those who have served and those
who continue to add to the vibrancy and
strength of our great nation.

———

RECOGNIZING SCHOOL LIBRARIES
AND TEACHER LIBRARIANS

HON. JERRY McNERNEY

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, October 26, 2011

Mr. MCNERNEY. Mr. Speaker, | rise to rec-
ognize the importance of school libraries,
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which are changing to better address the
needs of students in the 21st Century. School
libraries are an important part of our edu-
cational system and help prepare students for
college and a good career.

Teacher librarians teach students how to
conduct good research, how to be critical
users of the information they find, and how to
avoid plagiarism. They also play an important
role teaching online research skills and raising
awareness of cyber safety issues.

For these reasons, | rise to recognize the in-
valuable contributions that teacher librarians
and school libraries make to our education
system.

——————

OUR UNCONSCIONABLE NATIONAL
DEBT

HON. MIKE COFFMAN

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, October 26, 2011

Mr. COFFMAN of Colorado. Mr. Speaker,
today our national debt is
$14,943,613,298,774.71.

On January 6, 2009, the start of the 111th
Congress, the national debt was
$10,638,425,746,293.80.

This means the national debt has increased
by $4,305,187,552,480.91 since then. This
debt and its interest payments we are passing
to our children and all future Americans.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION
HON. KATHY CASTOR

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, October 26, 2011

Ms. CASTOR of Florida. Mr. Speaker, on
May 25, 2011 | was unable to record my vote
on the Foxx Amendment to H.R. 1216. If | had
been able to vote, | would have voted “no”.

———

DOMESTIC VIOLENCE AWARENESS
MONTH

HON. DAVID G. REICHERT

OF WASHINGTON
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, October 26, 2011

Mr. REICHERT. Mr. Speaker, the late Norm
Maleng, a courageous man and King County’s
former prosecuting attorney, once described
domestic violence as “. . . [A] crime against
the human spirit.” Mr. Speaker, Norm was
right. Domestic violence is a terrible scourge
that irreparably damages individual lives, fami-
lies, and communities. Its effects are perma-
nent. It can’t be taken back or apologized
away.

We like to set up lines of demarcation, Mr.
Speaker, and separate each other into distinct
groups: women and men, black and white,
young and old, rich and poor, urban and rural,
and so on. Domestic violence ignores these
distinctions in its assault on the human spirit.

The startling statistics send a clear mes-
sage: domestic violence is a powerful force
that recognizes no boundary. Every year, fif-
teen-and-a-half million children are exposed to
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domestic violence in their homes and 2,000
children will die because of it. One in four
women and one in nine men will be victimized
by domestic violence in their lifetime. In my
home state, 755 lives were lost to domestic vi-
olence between 1997 and 2010. The majority
of homeless women and children in the United
States are in that position because of domes-
tic violence. If, somehow, those statistics don’t
frighten and sadden you, think about it in an-
other way: Every vyear, the United States
spends $5.8 billion dollars in health care, lost
productivity, and lifetime earnings because of
domestic violence.

| urge my colleagues to support organiza-
tions committed to stamping out domestic vio-
lence in their hometowns and across their
state and nation. Organizations like the
Eastside Domestic Violence Program, EDVP,
in the 8th District of Washington. In 2010,
EDVP answered 10,069 crisis calls from vic-
tims of domestic violence and provided serv-
ices to 4,700 victims. EDVP not only provides
a 24-hour help line for victims, but they also
provide shelter and safe places for victims to
stay after they’'ve made the difficult choice to
leave their home behind. Unfortunately, for
every person receiving shelter at EDVP, they
are forced to turn away 18. They simply lack
the resources needed to meet the full need of
the community.

Mr. Speaker, together, as a community and
as a nation, we can help prevent domestic vio-
lence and better serve those who’ve been vic-
timized. As we observe Domestic Violence
Awareness Month throughout October, | urge
every American to take the time to tell their
spouse, mother, father, child, brother, sister,
or friend how important they are to their life.
Hug every single one. Find out how best to
extend a helping hand to victims and find the
“EDVP” in your area.

——————

HONORING MAYOR RUDOLPH CLAY
HON. PETER J. VISCLOSKY

OF INDIANA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, October 26, 2011

Mr. VISCLOSKY. Mr. Speaker, it is with
fond admiration and profound respect that |
take this time to recognize a dear friend and
one of Indiana’s most distinguished citizens,
the Honorable Mayor Rudolph Clay, of Gary,
Indiana. For his many years of public service
and his countless efforts toward improving the
lives of Northwest Indiana residents, Rudy will
be honored at a celebratory reception at the
Genesis Convention Center, in Gary, Indiana,
on Friday, October 28, 2011.

Rudolph Clay was born in Courtland, Ala-
bama. Following the passing of his mother,
Rudy and his brother, David, were raised by
their aunts, Daisy Washington and Mary Lucy
Hunter, in Gary, Indiana. After graduating from
Roosevelt High School, Rudy continued his
education, earning a track scholarship to Indi-
ana University in Bloomington. He would later
return to Gary, and it was during this time that
he met and fell in love with his wonderful wife,
Christine Swan. They were married on No-
vember 30, 1957. Mayor Clay then served in
the United States Army from 1958 to 1960.
Through the Vietnam era and the Civil Rights
Movement, Rudy’s unwavering passion to
serve people, particularly those most in need,
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and his strong desire to be a catalyst for posi-
tive change propelled him on his remarkable
journey.

In 1972, Rudy was elected to the Indiana
State Senate in the third district. While in this
position, the focus of his work included work-
ing for better treatment and training programs
for prison inmates, creating a victim’s com-
pensation fund, and establishing a Martin Lu-
ther King, Jr. holiday. Subsequently, Rudy was
elected to the Lake County Council in 1978
and then re-elected in 1982. During this time
he fought against the unfairness in hiring prac-
tices at the Lake County Government Center
and the raising of utility rates. In 1984, Rudy
Clay was elected as Lake County Recorder.
Three years later, he was elected Lake Coun-
ty Commissioner and served four elected
terms in this capacity.

In 2005, Rudy became the first African
American elected to serve as the Lake County
Democratic Chairman, a position he held until
2009.

The Gary Precinct Organization appointed
Rudy mayor of Gary in 2006, and he was
elected mayor the following year. Mayor Clay’s
extraordinary energy, his profound empathy
for people and his lifelong commitment to
leave a better world for following generations
have led to preeminent achievements. They
have positively impacted the lives of countless
individuals as well as the progress and future
of Indiana.

Throughout his illustrious career, Mayor
Clay has been recognized with many distin-
guished awards. Rudy was honored by Gov-
ernor Evan Bayh with the Outstanding Hoosier
Award in 1994, and in 2005, Governor Joseph
Kernan honored the Mayor with the pres-
tigious Sagamore of the Wabash Award, to
name a few.

Although Rudy has received many es-
teemed honors for his commitment to the resi-
dents of Indiana, his greatest source of pride
is his family. Rudy and his amazing wife,
Christine, have been married for 54 years this
November. They have one beloved son, Rudy
Clay, Jr.

On a more personal note, | also want to
thank Rudy for his graciousness and warm
friendship over the years. | also would be re-
miss if | did not thank him for the deep respect
he has always shown to my father, John Vis-
closky.

Mr. Speaker, | respectfully ask that you and
my other distinguished colleagues join me in
honoring Mayor Rudy Clay for his staunch de-
votion to the people of Gary as well as all of
Northwest Indiana. Rudy’s unselfish and life-
long dedication to serving the people of North-
west Indiana is worthy of the highest com-
mendation, and he serves as an inspiration to
us all. I am proud to call him my friend.

———

REMEMBERING DR. HARVE
RAWSON

HON. TODD C. YOUNG

OF INDIANA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, October 26, 2011

Mr. YOUNG of Indiana. Mr. Speaker, | rise
along with Congressman MIKE PENCE to honor
the life and legacy of Professor Harve
Rawson.

Harve Rawson was greatly talented and
abundantly generous. He earned a bachelor of
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arts in psychology from Antioch College, and
went on to earn a master of arts and doctorate
in research psychology at Ohio State Univer-
sity. For thirty-two years Dr. Rawson served
as a professor of psychology at Hanover Col-
lege, and later served as dean of faculty at
Franklin College. He was the first two-time
winner of the Baynham Teaching Award, and
he was named the Mary E. Hamilton Distin-
guished Professor of Psychology at Hanover
College.

Dr. Rawson was a two-time Fulbright Schol-
ar in psychology and also spent a year teach-
ing at the College of Health Sciences in Bah-
rain. His great passion for traveling also took
him to more than 100 countries and all seven
continents. Throughout his long and storied
career, he authored dozens of research arti-
cles, gave more than 500 professional presen-
tations, and wrote nine books about his per-
sonal experience and interests.

His list of accolades and recognitions in-
clude being named a Malone Scholar, a Saga-
more of the Wabash by the State of Indiana,
a Kentucky Colonel, a Citizen of the Year by
the National Association of Social Workers,
and a Distinguished Academic Psychologist by
the Indiana Psychological Association. Dr.
Rawson was also awarded the Golden Quill
Award for Outstanding Research and the Out-
standing Community Service Award for Psy-
chologists.

But beyond his many academic achieve-
ments, Harve Rawson was known as a gen-
erous leader who truly possessed a servant’s
heart. He founded Englishton Park Children’s
Program, a short-term residential program for
at-risk children, where he served as director
for 25 years. He was also a founding and
long-time board member of the Jefferson
County Youth Shelter in Madison, Indiana. Mr.
Rawson was a four-time president of the Lide
White Boys and Girls Club Board of Directors,
a long-time member of the Board of Directors
of Englishton Park Presbyterian Ministries,
Inc., and a member of the Big Brothers Big
Sisters board. His impact on the community
will forever be remembered by the many lives
he touched during his lifetime of service.

We offer our deepest condolences to his
sons Paul and Reed, his brother John, his sis-
ter Margaret, and his four grandchildren. Dur-
ing this difficult time, we pray you find solace
in faith and family.

————

NATIONAL WORK AND FAMILY
MONTH

HON. CAROLYN B. MALONEY

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, October 26, 2011

Mrs. MALONEY. Mr. Speaker, | rise today in
recognition of October as National Work and
Family Month. Each and every day American
families make choices about how to best care
for their family and to fulfill work obligations.

Over the last 50 years, the demographics of
the U.S. workforce have changed significantly
and with that, so have our needs. With more
women in the workforce, fewer households
have at least one parent at home. According
to Census data, 70 percent of children are
raised in families headed by either a working
single parent or two working parents. In addi-
tion, more households are caring for older rel-
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atives as medical advances continue to extend
life expectancy. It's important that as my col-
leagues and | work to create and grow jobs,
we also ensure that these jobs afford all
Americans the chance to take care of their
families and maintain a paycheck.

In an effort to acknowledge the realities of
our modern workforce | have reintroduced the
Family and Medical Leave Enhancement Act
(H.R. 1440) to expand the number of work-
places required to comply with the original
1993 Family and Medical Leave Act, FMLA,
and the Family and Medical Leave Inclusion
Act to add same-sex spouses, grandparents,
and grandchildren (H.R. 2364) as leave bene-
ficiaries under FMLA. In addition, | will soon
reintroduce the Working Families Flexibility
Act, legislation that gives employees the right
to request flexible work arrangements.

Strong work and family policies help attract,
motivate, and retain a talented workforce and
businesses should be encouraged to think
strategically about the flexibility and family-
friendly benefits they offer to their workers.

HONORING PHIL BLAZER

HON. JOHN GARAMENDI

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, October 26, 2011

Mr. GARAMENDI. Mr. Speaker, | offer my
highest congratulations today to Mr. Phil Blaz-
er of California on the 5th anniversary of his
founding of Jewish Life Television (JLTV).

In 2006, Mr. Blazer initiated America’s first
full-time Jewish television network, which is
now seen in all 50 states through DIRECTV,
along with cable distribution on Comcast, Time
Warner and other systems.

Jewish Life Television (JLTV) originates
from its headquarters in Encino, California and
reaches over 36 million households in America
and over 80 million households across Eu-
rope, North Africa, and the Middle East. The
network’s ratings show an audience of 3-4
million different households during any given
month. Over 160,000 homes watched the Kol
Nidre-Yom Kippur Service on JLTV.

Jewish Life Television programming features
news, talk shows, cooking, comedy, and en-
tertainment. JLTV also broadcasts live events
including the American Israel Public Affairs
Committee (AIPAC) Policy Conference, the
Jewish Federation’s General Assembly, the
March of the Living, and the Maccabiah
Games in Israel.

Mr. Blazer’'s award-winning weekly television
program, Jewish Life, was established in
1977, and has featured interviews with promi-
nent figures from all walks of life including
Nobel Peace Prize winner Elie Weisel, Yitzak
Rabin, Elizabeth Taylor, and Sandy Koufax.
Blazer is the editor and publisher of the Na-
tional Jewish News, which he founded in
1973. His radio program, Jewish Soul, began
broadcasting in 1965 and continues to be
heard weekly around the world and on the
internet.

During his 46 years of working in Jewish
media, Mr. Blazer has played a valuable role
in numerous projects for the Jewish commu-
nity and for America. He was a key catalyst in
the rescue of nearly 1,000 Ethiopian Jews
through U.S. Government Operation Joshua.
Mr. Blazer championed California’s Holocaust
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